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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, MY 

SUB J : GOM VIEWS ON ASEAN SUMMIT 

1 . 1 CALLED ON FOREIGN MINISTER RITHAUDDEEN TO 
DISCUSS ASEAN SUMMIT AND MALAYSIAN VIEWS ON FUTURE OF THIS 
REGIONAL ORGANIZATION. FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF MAJOR 
POINTS IN OUR 60 MINUTE CONVERSATION. 

2. GENERAL IMPRESSIONS: RITHAUDDEEN WAS PLEASED AND 
SATISFIED WITH OUTCOME OF BALI SUMMIT. THE FIRST MEETING 
OF FIVE HEADS OF STATE WAS AN IMPORTANT MILESTONE, MARKING 
IN HIS VIEW, END OF PREPARATORY PHASE OF ASEAN AND 
BEGINNING NEW PHASE OF MORE CONCRETE AND PRACTICAL EXPRESSION 
OF GROWING SENSE OF REGIONAL SOLIDARITY. INDULGING IN 
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CONCORD TO MOVE AT SPEED OF CONCORDE. THIS WAS NOT 
POSSIBLE, HE WENT ON, BUT MANY OF ASEAN'S CRITICS HAVE 
FAULTED IT FOR NOT DOING WHAT IT HAD NEVER SET OUT TO DO. 

3. ECONOMIC COOPERATION: MEETING OF ECONOMIC MINISTERS 
NOW GOINGON IN KUALA LUMPUR WOULD TRY TO IDENTIFY MAJOR 
INDUSTRIES WHICH ALLOCATED AMONG ASEAN PARTNERS WOULD 
PROVIDE ECONOMIES OF SCALE IN REGIONAL MARKETING ZONE. 

RITHAUDDEEN SAID ALL WERE AWARE THAT REGIONAL ECONOMIC 
PLANNING OF THIS SORT WOULD ENCOURAGE THE FLOW OF FOREIGN 
INVESTMENT AND OPEN UP NEW AREAS FOR ECONOMIC COOPERATION 
WITH UNITED STATES, JAPAN AND THE EEC. 

4. HANOI CRITICISM: THE FOREIGN MINISTER WAS NOT DISTURBED 
BY HANOI'S CRITICISM OF ASEAN. IT WAS A REPETITION OF 

WELL KNOWN NORTH VIETNAMESE VIEWS AND IN HIS JUDGMENT WAS 
DIRECTED MORE AGAINST THE UNITED STATES THAN AGAINST ASEAN. 

5. U.S. ROLE: I ASKED RITHAUDDEEN WHAT HE ENVISAGED AS 

U.S. RELATIONSHIP TO ASEAN. WHAT SPECIFICALLY WOULD HE LIKE 
THE UNITED STATES TO DO? HE BEGAN BY SAYING THAT HE THOUGHT 
WE HAD DONE THE RIGHT THING BY NOT SENDING FORMAL GREETINGS 
TO ASEAN SUMMIT MEETING. ALL PARTICIPANTS WERE WELL AWARE 
OF OUR SYMPATHETIC SUPPORT, AND FORMAL STATEMENT AT THAT 
POINT WAS NOT NECESSARY. IN RITHAUDDEEN'S VIEW, MOST 
IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION THAT UNITED STATES COULD MAKE AT 
THIS STAGE IS IN THE ECONOMIC FIELD. ALL OF THE COUNTRIES 
OF ASEAN HAVE IMPORTANT ECONOMIC TIES WITH THE US. AND 
THEIR CAPACITIES TO PROVIDE FOR THEIR POPULATIONS AND 
DEVELOP NATIONAL RESILIENCE DEPENDED ON HEALTHY, EXPANDING 
ECONOMIES. WHILE THE DAYS OF BILATERAL ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE 
WERE OVER, SYMPATHETIC AMERICAN ATTENTION TO THE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS OF THE AREA COULD HAVE A MAJOR, IF INDIRECT, 

IMPACT ON ASEAN SECURITY THROUGH PROGRESS IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 
FIELDS. 

WITH REGARD TO THE ZONE OF PEACE, FREEDOM AND NEUTRALITY, 

ONCE ASEAN HAS DEFINED MORE CLEARLY THIS CONCEPT, IT WILL 
SEEK ACCEPTANCE FIRST FROM OTHER NATIONS IN THE REGION. 

WHEN THIS HAS BEEN RECEIVED, IT WILL THEN TURN TO THE MAJOR 
POWERS AND AT THAT POINT SEEK A FORMAL STATEMENT OF SUPPORT 
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FROM THE UNITED STATES. 

UNDERHILL 
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